Urban areas account for around 50% of global solid waste generation. Human activities as they are now appear to be unsustainable. In the last decay, the European Union has supported numerous initiatives aiming at reducing waste generation by promoting shifts towards Circular Economy approaches. Governing this process has become imperative. This article focuses on the results of a governance analysis of six urban regions in Europe. By means of semi-structured interviews, document analysis and workshops with local stakeholders, each urban area has drafted a list of governance challenges which prevent contextually this necessary shift to circularity. In order to compare the six cases, the various challenges have been categorised with the help of PESTEL-O method. Results highlight a significant variation in policy contexts and the need for these to evolve by adapting stakeholders' and policy-makers' engagement and diffusing knowledge on circular economy. Nevertheless, similarities are also observable: lack of an integrated guiding framework (both political and legal), limited awareness among citizens, and technological barriers have emerged in many cases. All these elements call for a multi-faceted governance approach able to embrace the complexity of the process and comprehensively address the various challenges that might appear to complete the shift towards circularity in cities. This research is done within the
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